Histopathological features associated with application of black salve to cutaneous lesions: a series of 16 cases and review of the literature.
To document the histopathological features of self-treatment of cutaneous lesions with the escharotic agent black salve. Retrospective review of cutaneous lesions treated with black salve retrieved from the files of four pathology practices in Western Australia and review of the published literature. 16 lesions from 11 patients who self administered black salve for the treatment of skin lesions were reviewed. Clinical diagnoses at the time of biopsy included scar, keloid scar, pseudomelanoma, basal cell carcinoma, squamous cell carcinoma and cutaneous necrosis. Histopathological features identified in our series included scarring, granulomatous inflammation, implanted foreign material, reactive stromal atypia and suppurative necrosis. Residual neoplasia was present in two of 16 cases, including a basal cell carcinoma and a melanocytic naevus. An additional 13 lesions in 10 patients were identified in the medical literature, including cases with poor cosmetic outcomes and cases of malignant tumours masked by uncontrolled escharotic treatment. Availability of black salve through easily accessible internet sites appears to be associated with persisting use of this agent for the self-management of cutaneous lesions. Awareness of the potential complications and range of histopathological features associated with self-administration of escharotic agents is of importance to dermatologists and histopathologists.